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Australia has 
banned social media 
for U16s: Should 
Ireland follow suit?



The headlines since 
Molly Russell: 2021-2024

Washington Post October 2021 Daily Mail February 2022

Bloomberg April 2023
The Guardian November 2024



Adolescence, 
March 2025

DCU Anti-bullying Centre Report, April 2024

▪ This study set up fake accounts on YouTube Shorts and TikTok - a "normal" 16-year old 
and 18-year old boy (e.g. gym content, sports, video games); and a 16-year old and 
18-year old boy who sought out content associated with the manosphere (e.g. 

Andrew Tate, anti-feminist etc)

▪ All the accounts were fed masculinist, anti-feminist and other extremist content 
within about 20 minutes and, once the account showed interest by watching this sort 
of content, the amount rapidly increased.

▪ After 2-3 hours of viewing, 78% of the content being recommended by YouTube 
Shorts was problematic or toxic, and 76% on 
TikTok, mainly in the manosphere (alpha 
male and anti-feminist) category.



The Australian Initiative
▪ In November 2021, Australian prime minister Scott Morrison declared that social 

media has become a “coward’s palace … ... where (anonymous) people can say the 
most foul and offensive things to people, and do so with impunity.”

▪ A poll in January found that 75% of Australian adults were in favour of the law.

▪ The Australian Human Rights Commission has "serious reservations about the ban."

• The UK government said in November that a ban was “on the table”, but in  January 
said that it "doesn't have any plans to ban social media for under-16s.”

• Last month, Tanaiste Simon Harris said that "very serious consideration 
should be given to the idea of 
having to be 16 before you are 
on social media."

▪ In November 2024, Australia’s parliament passed a law to stop children under 16 
from using social media. The Online Safety Amendment (social media minimum 
age) Bill bans social media platforms from allowing users under 16 to access their 
services, threatening them with fines of up to AU$50m (US$32m) if they fail to 
comply.

▪ Platforms have been given until December 2025 to test and implement measures, 
at which stage the law would become operational. Central to that is the putting in 
place of “age assurance” tech, which might include facial recognition and age 

estimation. The onus is on the platform, rather than the user, to prove the age.
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