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Molly Russell: Tech firms still failing
after teenager's death, says father

29 November 2023 Share < Save []

Angus Crawford
BBC News

Russell family

Molly Russell was 14 when she died in 2017

Social media panies are still pushing "harmful to literally millions of
young people", Ian Russell, the father of Molly Russell, has said.

He said he is horrified by the scale of the issue and that "little has changed" since Molly
took her life aged 14. He fears more young lives could be lost.

New research from the Molly Rose Foundation shows young users can still access
suicide and self-harm content.

Social media platforms say they are working hard to keep teenagers safe.

The sites subject to the research by the foundation set up in Molly's name - TikTok,
Instagram and Pinterest - said they had created new tools to limit access to harmful
material.

Molly, who took her own life after being exposed to a stream of dark, depressing

content on Pinterest and Instagram, would have turned 21 this week.
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@he Washington Post
Democracy Dies in Darkness

My daughter was driven to
suicide by social media. It’s
time for Facebook to stop
monetizing misery.

Washington Post October 2021

TikTok’s Algorithm Keeps
Pushing Suicide to
Vulnerable Kids

Bloomberg April 2023

The headlines since
Molly Russell: 2021-2024

MatlOnline .

Teenager, 17, who simply 'liked' some sad
quotes on Instagram reveals how the
site's algorithm sucked her into suicide
groups - and admits it made her believe
self-harm was 'glamorous'

Daily Mail February 2022

Instagram actively helping spread of
self-harm among teenagers, study finds

Researchers say parent company Meta is failing to remove
explicitimages on the social media site

The Guardian NovembBer 2024



Adolescence,
March 2025
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DCU Anti-bullying Centre Report, April 2024

= This study set up fake accounts on YouTube Shorts and TikTok - a "normal" 16-year old
and 18-year old boy (e.g. gym content, sports, video games); and a 16-year old and
18-year old boy who sought out content associated with the manosphere (e.g.
Andrew Tate, anti-feminist etc)

April 2024

= All the accounts were fed masculinist, anti-feminist and other extremist content
within about 20 minutes and, once the account showed interest by watching this sort
of content, the amount rapidly increased.

= After 2-3 hours of viewing, 78% of the content being recommended by YouTube
Shorts was problematic or toxic, and 76% on
TikTok, mainly in the manosphere (alpha
male and anti-feminist) category.
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* |n November 2024, Australia’s parliament passed a law to stop children under 16
The i from using social media. The Online Safety Amendment (social media minimum
Guardian age) Bill bans social media platforms from allowing users under 16 to access their

services, threatening them with fines of up to AUS50m (US$32m) if they fail to

Society Law Scotland Wales Northern Ireland com ply

© This article is more than 6 months old

Australia passes world-first law banning
under-16s from social media despite
safety concerns

= Platforms have been given until December 2025 to test and implement measures,
at which stage the law would become operational. Central to that is the puttingin
place of “age assurance” tech, which might include facial recognition and age

estimation. The onus is on the platform, rather than the user, to prove the age.

Bill passes amid warning that process has been rushed and

St Al ould bush =i fowdr e deowety = A pollinJanuary found that 75% of Australian adults were in favour of the law.

F = The Australian Human Rights Commission has "serious reservations about the ban."
* The UK government said in November that a ban was “on the table”, but in January

said that it "doesn't have any plans to ban social media for under-16s.”

e Last month, Tanaiste Simon Harris said that "very serious consideration
should be given to the idea of
having to be 16 before you are
on social media."
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